
ENGAGEMENT & VOCABULARY

BRIDGING LITERACY  © 2019

MENTOR TEXT TITLE: Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco

SET THE PURPOSE:
“Today, we will …” read a historical fiction text named Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco. This is a story 
about how a boy who was wounded was saved by soldier. 

QUESTIONS 

Who is telling the story? A: In third person and we will find out later in the book that it is the author.
When are the events taking place? A: Historical fiction text, During the civil war (war between states)
What does the character mean when he mentions that he has never met a bot like him before? A: There 
may not be people of color where he lives. He refers to the as mahogany. 
What is wrong with the boy? A: He was shot during battle and now he has an infection because he 
keeps going in and out of consciousness. 
Where did the Pink take Say? A: He took him to his home with his mom there. 
What happened to Pink’s dad? A: He went off to help and fight in the war.
What does Pinkus want to do as soon as they get back home? A: He wants to go back to the war.
How does Say feel about going back to the war? A: He does not want to go back to the war. He is 
scared of going back and dying. 
About how long do you think they have been in Moe Moe Bay’s house? A: It’s been maybe a week or a 
little over. 
What do you learn about Pink and Say from when they were in the war? A: Say carried the flag but so 
many people died around him and Pink had to fight with sticks and hammers/sledges because they were 
not allowed to fight with a gun. 
What is Pink going to help Say with? A: He is going to help him to read.
What happens to their relationship while they are at Moe Moe Bay’s home? A: They became friends.
Say finally reveals that he does not want to go back to the war, how does Moe Moe Bay help him? A: 
She holds him and comforted him with her words. 
What happens to Moe Moe Bay? A: Marauders showed up and shot her. 
What happened to the two boy after they were caught by the Confederates? A: They took Pink and he 
ended up dying. Say was sent to a camp but was later freed.  

ACTIVITY: Play Numbered Heads using questions from the text. 

VOCABULARY

Inconsolable

adj. not able to be 
comforted or alleviated

Cleaved

v. Split or sever (something) 
especially along a natural line 

or grain

Mustered

v. collect or assemble



READING SKILL LESSON

BRIDGING LITERACY  © 2019

MENTOR TEXT TITLE: Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco

I DO - IN GROUP

STATE THE PURPOSE:
“Previously we read…” Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco
“Today, we will..” compare two characters by thinking about categories. It’s a way for our brains to 
organize information in order to better understand the characters. An author develops characters to have 
traits, encounter a problem and change over time. To analyze the events with both characters side by 
side will help you in understanding them as individuals. 

MODEL: “Watch me as I..”
TTW open to page 15 of Pink and Say. In this event of the text, Pinkus was ready to go back and begin 
fighting for what he believes is right. He is confident and determined to stand up for what is right. As for 
Sheldon, he turns ”pale” and is hesitant. I can infer here that Sheldon is not ready to go back to the war 
like Pink is. I am going to use a simple t-chart to compare the two characters reactions to this event in 
the text. What me. 

WE DO - IN GROUP W/TEACHER FEEDBACK

“Now you try…” I want you to read this page (25) and using the two sticky notes write what you believe 
each character trait that is being shown. 
TTW monitor and provide feedback while students are working.
Learners will share their sticky notes to the group.

ACTIVITY: NONE

Y’ALL DO - SAME DAY PRACTICE

Today, you and a partner will work together and read the text Mr. Lincoln’s Way. Compare the two 
characters using categories by watching how they respond to the events over time in the book. 
Tomorrow, you will share your finding with the group. 

You will also begin thinking of your two characters that you have in your own stories and creating a 
t-chart to compare and contrast their traits from your story.

YOU DO - NEXT DAY INDEPENDENT PRACTICE (ASSESSMENT)

Learners will complete a character comparison using a separate text. This assessment can be used as a 
data point for formative assessment. 



AUTHOR’S CRAFT LESSON

BRIDGING LITERACY  © 2019

MENTOR TEXT TITLE: Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco

I DO - MODEL

STATE THE PURPOSE:
“Previously we …” looked at both Pink and Say and compared how they reacted to various events within 
the text and began brainstorming he events of our own creative narratives. 
“Today, we will…” explore how the author expresses a character’s feelings within the text. 

MENTOR TEXT EXAMPLE:
“See how…” on page 24 of Pink and Say the author uses clues to help the reader understand or infer 
how the characters feel or think. I notice that the author uses the words/phrases: “without thinking“, “I 
was ashamed” “feel my face flushing“ and “my heart ached” Instead of having the character say exactly 
how he was feeling throughout the story.

“Here is how I will…”
I brainstormed my characters from my creative narrative and now I am going to think about how I plan 
on showing versus telling how my characters feel as I write. How can I change the character saying how 
they feel in this part of my story to me (the author) writing that?

ACTIVITY: Learners will be given ‘telling’ cards and will need to match the showing card that relates to 
what is happening in the ‘telling’ card. 

WE DO - IN GROUP W/TEACHER FEEDBACK

“Now I want you to try…”

Now, try and do the same for this section of my writing (TTW hand out a paragraph that is pre-written) 
and have learners come up with how they would rewrite a character saying how they feel to the author 
showing it in the writing. 

YOU DO

Now find some sections in your writing to show how your own characters feel versus telling. 



GRAMMAR & WORD STUDY
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MENTOR TEXT TITLE: Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco

SENTENCE FROM MENTOR TEXT:

         I watched tears fill his eyes and cleaved my hand to his until they wretched us apart. 

LESSON FOCUS

PART OF SPEECH/ WORD STUDY:

Discuss ea spelling pattern and ed for past tense. 

SENTENCE VARIETY:

compound sentence, preposition

ACTIVITY: Optional

Identify the preposition in the sentence

WE DO - IN GROUP W/TEACHER FEEDBACK

“Now I want you to try…”
Write a compound sentence and add a preposition to the end to designate the location or time the action 
occurs. 

YOU DO

IXL practice : Prepositions 


